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District Governors Message
Six months of our tenure of as District Governor and
Partner Lion Narelle and I have completed visits to fiftytwo (52) Lions Clubs, four (4) Leos Clubs and Four
Lioness Clubs, it has been an amazing experience.
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We have been privileged to view several diverse and
interesting service projects being carried out by the
clubs of our District, some of which include having
debutantes presented to us at the Wee Waa Deb Ball,
Opening of the Bingara Lions Club Centennial Project,
the Rotunda in their refurbished Memorial Park, well
worth a visit if you are travelling out that way.
At Bundarra, the Lions Club held a Family Fun Day,
which included Goat Races and a Duck Race on the
river, it was great to see other clubs of Zone 8 working
together to make it a successful day. Another great
project we took part in was the Lions Club of Manning
Rivers Camp Memories, for families with children with
special needs, it was a fantastic experience and a
thoroughly enjoyable weekend, Narelle and I are
looking forward to attending again next year.
I would like to extend my thanks to the Convention
Chairman Lion Michael Diessel and the members of his
committee formed from the Lions Clubs of Zone 6, they
did a great job, in organising and ensuring that we had
a memorable Convention in the Manning Valley.

REGENT BOWER BIRD
ON THE MID NORTH COAST
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District Governors Message Continued
The Beard removal project is progressing well, the last figure I received from Cabinet
Treasurer PDG Bill Burges was $9336.00, hopefully it will reach the $20,000 goal, and the
hair will go also, thank you to all the clubs that have contributed so far, there are still a
number of clubs that have promised support, but have yet to send in their donations, the
project will culminate in Tamworth at the District Cabinet Changeover Dinner, where the big
shave will take place.
After an interesting weekend in Sydney at the Council Meeting, I would like to congratulate
Lion Emily Struik for her success on being appointed to the Multiple District Youth Exchange
Committee for a three (3) year term and Lion Ken Brooks for being appointed to the Multiple
District Christmas Cakes and Lions Mints Committee for a further three (3) year term.
On the Christmas Cake Project it is of concern that there is a substantial amount of monies
outstanding from clubs of our District, we need to ensure that our obligations are met, if they
are not then the District Christmas cake rebate will not happen, so if your club has an
outstanding invoice then please ensure that it is paid as soon as possible.
Membership was discussed at great length and the six districts that have been placed in
transition are working hard to return their membership numbers to the 1250 members
required by LCI for a district. In our own District, our GMT is working hard on the possibility of
starting forming a New Club or Branch club in the Nabiac area, in co-operation with the
Hallidays Point Lions Club. The New Club workshop that was planned for Tamworth in
December was cancelled due to the lack of support, we are now looking to run a rebuilding
workshop in the Grafton area, to support our clubs in the area.
On the GLT side of the coin I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Lion Robin
Parker and Lion Kevin Thornton for being accepted on the LCI Faculty Development Institute
being held in New Zealand later this year.
I would also like to thank IPDG Peter Mercer and 2VDG David Emanuel for their work and
determination in seeing the LCIF Community Recovery Grant Project finally get off the
ground and the programme be put into operation, in Collarenebri, the consultants will be
commencing work in the area very soon.
That is enough for now, I look forward to working with you all during the second half of this
Lions year.
Yours in Lionism
Lion Malcolm Peters DG 201N1
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Woopi Lions Turns 40
In November 2016 The Woolgoolga Lions Club celebrated its 40th
birthday and also conducted its annual Christmas party.
Over the past 20 years the Woolgoolga Lions Club has donated over
$A1.3m towards local, regional, state, national and international
activities.
The bulk of this income is earned
from the operation of the local
waste transfer station on behalf
of the Coffs Harbour City Council.
This operation is conducted each weekend with the assistance of the
members and also 25 community volunteers whom assist us with each
providing 4 hours per month. The annual Christmas party is a way a
thanking the volunteers for their on-going assistance throughout the year.
The Woolgoolga Lions Club conducts a charity board on each Saturday of each month. The monies raised
are donated to the Westpac Rescue Helicopter.

Recently the Woopi Lions has completed the refurbishment of the local
scout hall, contributed a trike to a child whom suffers from muscular
dystrophy, a bar code reader for a blind community member, a paediatric
cot and monitor for the children’s ward of the Coffs Hospital at the local
level.
State and nationally the Club continues to contribute to Lions International
various cancer, diabetes and sight programmes and internationally has an
on-going contribution to “one shot- one life” measles eradication project.
At the recent BBq we ere fortunate to recieve the assistance from Diane –
a member of the Australian Motorhomes Lions Club.
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New Members
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Best Camp Memories Yet
The Lions Club of Manning River held its annual Camp Memories over the weekend 11 – 13th November
2016. Many families as well as volunteer helpers offered the opinion that this Camp was the best so
far. It was certainly more relaxing than the previous year’s camp, when torrential rain and gale force
winds created havoc – but not cancellation.
Camp Memories is a weekend camp for special needs children and their families held on a local
property close to the Manning River. It was founded by May and Kevin Sharp and coordinated by them
for 11 years. In 2012, Manning River Lions took on the responsibility for the camp and have been
organising it since then.
Camp Memories involves whole families, parents, special needs children and non special needs siblings.
This makes it very different to most camps for special needs children. All tents, mattresses, food,
drink and activities are provided over the weekend.
Although Manning River Lions carry out the coordination and much of the organisation, we are far
from alone in the running of Camp Memories. Taree Lions help us erect the tents on the Sunday
before Camp. Taree Quota ladies make gourmet sandwiches as well as morning and afternoon teas.
Harrington Lions cook our Saturday evening meal on their space age BBQ. Tinonee Rural Fire Brigade
members erect a large marquee and help with pack up as well as with the water slide. The Taree Naval
Cadets also assist with the water slide and pack up. Old Bar Lions lend a hand managing the Jumping
Castle and Forster Lions lend us their trackless train. As well as that we have many community
volunteers who give up their weekend to contribute. On the Saturday, our biggest day, we cater for
well over 200 people, so it is easy to see how important Quota and Harrington Lions are.
Originally only those families who travelled more than 2 hours were invited to arrive on the Friday
night. Over the last 2 years we have opened Friday night to all campers and about half the families
are taking advantage of this. There are no organised activities on Friday night, but swings, bouncing
castle and games are available. The evening meal is provided and then a movie for those people who
wish to watch.
The families are divided into 6 groups, each of which has 10 – 12 children. On Saturday, the groups
rotate through 6 activities ranging from camel rides to swimming and archery. After dinner on
Saturday evening we hold a small disco and then
everyone, totally exhausted, staggers off to
bed.
On Sunday after breakfast, teams are combined
so that we have 3 groups rotating through 3
activities. These involve music, art and police,
ambulance and Rural Fire Brigade. Don’t the kids
love being handcuffed! Having survived these 3
activities everyone participates in the water
slide with water supplied by Tinonee Rural Fire
Brigade hoses and the kids helped by Taree
Naval Cadets.
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Lunch on Sunday consists of pizzas and for
those who wish, leftovers, if any, from previous
meals. After lunch Santa comes with a
parentally supplied present for each child and
then it’s over for another year.
The need for something like Camp Memories is
demonstrated by the fact that we are overfull and have families on a waiting list. It is also apparent
from the fact that several families come Sydney to Taree. Many families come from the Central
Coast and Newcastle areas as well as Port Macquarie and further north. How necessary is it when a
father says, “This is the only holiday we get each year”?
Parents and kids enjoy the relaxed, friendly, non-judgemental atmosphere where child meltdowns can
occur without raised eyebrows, but numerous offers of help. Parents do not have to worry about the
next meal or what to do next, everything is supplied.
Manning River Lions Club would be delighted if other Lions Clubs could seriously look at setting up
something like Camp Memories. We would be very happy to do all we can to assist from advice when
asked to the loan of equipment. The joy on the faces of the kids and the appreciation of the parents
The waterslide is the place to be on the hot days. It’s amazing
what you can do with a roll of plastic, a load of sand and a fire
brigade full of water and foam. DG Mal takes a break and
enjoys a ride on a camel. Mal and Narelle were among the
many volunteers who worked over the weekend.
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Lions Clubs International Foundation
•
•

•
•

Our District finally received $24,600 from LCIF in November for a previously approved grant for
Community Recovery as a follow up to drought. This grant is currently being administered in
Collarenebri by PDG Peter Mercer and VDG2 David Emanuel.
LCIF quickly approved Emergency Grants of $10,000 to provide immediate relief New Zealand and
Indonesia due to recent earthquakes in these areas. LCIF has opened appeals to assist with
Disaster Relief in these areas and clubs wishing to donate can forward these to our District Cabinet
Treasurer.
The “One Shot, One Life, Measles” campaign remains as an ongoing LCIF project. LCIF set a
target to raise $US30 million by 2017. To date $US20 has been raised so further support is needed.
For further information visit our District website www.lionsclubs.org.au/201n1.
Last year LCIF made a major commitment of about $2 million to join with the Australian Lions
Childhood Cancer Research Foundation to seek a cure for childhood cancer through the Garvan
Institute of Medical Research. This will be known as the Lions Kids Cancer Genome Project. This
project is still being evolved and more information will be provided as it comes to hand. It is proposed
that the initial trial will include 400 Australian children with high risk cancer over a three year period.

Clearly, LCIF has been at the forefront in helping our community and communities around the world in
the areas of Save Sight, Disaster Relief, Humanitarian Needs and Supporting Youth.
Your Foundation relies on the continued support from clubs in order to provide continued support in these
areas.
As this is the LIONS Centenary Year, it would be nice see the all N1 clubs showing their support in
some way.
Clubs are encouraged to forward money for LCIF to our District Cabinet Treasurer. Most donations can
be requested to be credited towards MJF & PMJF Awards.
For further information visit LCIF.org.
Mick McGrath
District LCIF Coordinator
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Heat or Storm Doesn't Deter the Lions of Laurieton
Attending the last market 2016 before Xmas and despite a strong wind, the Lions Club
of Laurieton faces the heat at the first market of the year 2017. With the help of a new
member, they proposed a large choice of second hands books from medical
dictionaries, Australian stories, gardening and cooking books.
The children were sometimes given a free book as Xmas gifts while parents hesitated
between romances, action or historical books.
We had been also donated books from moving people. Big thank to you.
We always welcome new members. Occasional volunteers are welcome too and are
cover by the Lions Club International Club Insurances.
Why wouldn’t you start the New Year with a new involvement in the community and join
the Lions ?
Collecting glasses, selling books, renting Santa Claus, drawing the meat raffle at the
LUSC, selling mints and Xmas cakes are among our activities. Pick yours and enjoy a
new start.
Awaiting for you, the LIONS CLUB OF LAURIETON WISH YOU A HAPPY NEW YEAR
2017.
Please contact us Carmel POWER, president 0407926271 or Jocelyne GAUTHIER,
secretary, 04 3021 9220
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Bingara Lions Club Heritage park Project
Bingara Lions Club member Ian Grieve had an idea to honour two
great pioneers of early Bingara History, Doctor Frank Hollinshead
and Chemist Bill Bullough. His plan included using a disused park
area overlooking the Doctors residence and surgery and the Chemist
Shop and residence. The park was never utilised by the community
and was an eyesore at best. Ian took his idea to his club members and
a committee was formed. This committee thought long and hard
about the type of memorial and what could be done with the park.
Well, ideas are born of just 1 thought, 1 idea, 1 vision. Give it to 6
lions and you have a beautiful park project that exceeded everyone’s
expectations.
The 6 Lions bought their ideas back to the club
members. It was applauded and sanctioned by all. A Park area
dedicated to Bingara Lions Club and 2 silhouettes depicting the two
men placed at the entrance and looking out to their prospective
homes. Looking through the two men is a Community walkway
paved with names of local community members leading up to a
beautiful rotunda dedicated to 100years of Lions Clubs International.
The project looked daunting, the planning looked impossible and yet, these dedicated committee
members forged ahead. Plans were drawn up, a proposal to Council was presented and received instant
approval. All i’s dotted and t’s crossed and 10months later a park was born.
With the support of the Gwydir Shire Council, the Bingara Men’s Shed, the Australian Lions
Foundation Grant and a lot of fundraising selling pavers, we have a beautiful Park, a beautiful entrance
to Bingara. A place to be proud of, dedicated to past and present Lions members and celebrating 100
years of Lions Clubs International.
The Park was opened by District Governor Mal Peters, 2nd Vice DG David Emanual and
ALF Chairman Peter Willis-Jones with President of Bingara Lions Club Judy Adams.
From small ideas to big projects. Give it to a Lion member and watch it grow. This project has been
nominated for an Australia Day Award in 2017. This is a great monument to Lions Clubs around the
world. Bingara is a small community of 1300 people, the club boasts 20 members. Those 20 members
work hard and are dedicated to their community. I congratulate Bingara Lions Club members for their
hard work in the past and present. I know they will be working just as hard towards the future.
Judy Adams President Bingara Lions Club
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Lions on Oz
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Lions on Oz in Action
Australian Lionsonoz Club member, Lion John Matheson lives in an over 50’s Lifestyle Resort in
the suburb of Eagleby, Brisbane, which has about 660 residents. This year he has sold 40 x
1.5kg cakes and 15 x 900gm puddings, which he delivered to the residents. He had put an
order sheet up in both club houses for the cakes and puddings for about six weeks prior to
delivery, letting the residents know when he would be delivering them.
As the Australian Lionsonoz Club does not have any fundraising facilities, Lion John sells the
Lions Christmas Cakes and Puddings on behalf of the Lions Club of Ormeau Inc., which is
close to where he lives.
Lion John’s “profit” is the hours he can claim, assisting a main stream Lions Club. Next year he
is going to try something different if the Craft Ladies will let him.
Around the end of November each year the village Ladies Craft Group have an annual market
day where all groups within the village can sell anything that they make, nothing can be brought
in that is not made in the village and there are some very talented people living in there, from
woodwork, painting, sewing, quilting, card making, jewellery etc. He is going to ask them if they
can forego the cost of having a stall, and bringing goods in that are not made here, so that he
can sell the cakes and puddings, it is assumed he could increase his sales by a fair amount by
doing this.
Lion John is pictured here delivering Lions cakes and puddings to the residents using his golf
buggy as a “Christmas sleigh”.
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Yamba Lions Club
"These photos were taken at Yamba Preschool on 8th December, 2016.
This is the first one
of the Festive Season.
The next for Merry-go-round only will be at Cubby House for Kids at
Townsend. The Merry-go-round and Train are very popular with the children.
The Merry-go-round horses are all new and these were done by U3a Men's shed and only
finished recently.
This was their first outing since being finished. All the horses are named
and mainly names of past presidents still living.
The children have a wonderful time and the Lions Club enjoy doing this for the littlies.
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