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District Governors Message
Fellow Lions & Lioness
My theme for the year has been “Lions Carers for The
Community” after visiting all the Clubs of our District, I
could see that we are certainly doing a great job of it. It
has been a pleasure to be the 201 N1 District Governor for
2016-17, we have had a good year, in many ways.
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The district has had its ups and downs, with our
membership numbers fluctuating it seems that as soon as
we induct new members we lose as many if not more with
resignations, transfers and with the passing of a few our
Lions members over the past months. As we approach the
end of the March to May Membership Drive it would be a
shot in the arm for our Global Membership Team if we
could all find at least one new member.
We have been privileged to view several more diverse and
interesting service projects being carried out by the clubs
of our District, which included the Opening of the
Nambucca Lions Clubs Jetty project on the shore of the
Nambucca River near Anzac Park. It is well used, even the
inclement weather on the day could not keep the fishing
enthusiasts away. There are several clubs of the District
that are renovating their existing Lions BBQ Shelters, to
ensure that they serve their communities well into the next
hundred years of Lions.
The Beard removal project is progressing well, the last
figure I received from Cabinet Treasurer PDG Bill Burges
was $12,638, hopefully it will reach the $20,000 goal, and
the hair will go also, thank you to all the clubs that have
contributed so far, there are still a number of clubs that
have promised support, but have yet to send in their
donations, the project will culminate in Tamworth at the
District Cabinet Changeover Dinner, where the big shave
will take place.
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District Governors Message Continued
This year our District has been represented at the Advanced Lions Leadership Institute, the
Emerging Lions Leadership Institute and the Faculty Development Institute. Incoming Club Officer
workshops are now on the agenda, and I encourage you all to sell these to our clubs, I realise that
we do recycle allot of our club officers, however there are always new procedures and ways pay our
dues and report to LCI, our Presidents, Secretaries, Treasurers and Membership teams need to
ensure that they are up to date. I would like to take this opportunity to thank our District Global
Leadership Chair Lion Allen Philp for his work and dedication to the training of our members.
I would like to extend my thanks to all the members of the District Executive and all Cabinet Officers
for your dedication and support this year, to all the Zone Chairs and Region Chairs some special
thanks for the support you gave Lion Narelle and I on our Club visits. I would also like to thank
District 201N1 and the Lions Club of Valla for your support of my nomination for the position of MD
201 Council Chairman, as some of you may be aware I was in fact elected to the position of Council
Chairman 2017/18, at the Hobart Convention.
That is enough for now, to incoming District Governor John and Lions Lady Rosalie, Narelle and I
extend our best wishes to you both and trust that you have an enjoyable and fulfilling year ahead.
Yours in Lionism

Lion Malcolm Peters

Council Chairman Elect 2017/18

Youth of the Year District Final
Jaydon Merrick, Blaise
Borrer, Stephanie Clark,
Ragavi Jeyakumar,
Matthew Scott and
Crystal Piper

At our District Final hosted by the Bonville
Sawtell Lions Club the following
representatives of our six Regions were:
Region 1: Crystal Piper sponsor
Yamba Lions Club;
Region 2: Blaise Borrer sponsor
Urunga Lions Club;
Region 3: Stephanie Clark sponsor Port Macquarie Lions Club;
Region 4: Ragavi Jeyakumar sponsor Armidale Dumaresq Lions Club - Overall Winner;
Region 5: Jaydon Merrick sponsor Tamworth Lions Club; and
Region 6: Matthew Scott sponsor Sth Tamworth Lions Club - Public Speaking Winner.
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Youth of the Year District Final
Except for the National Final which will be held
in Hobart during the Multiple District Convention
the Youth of the Year Program has come to an
end for this year. Unfortunately our N1 District
Winner, Ragavi Jeyakumar sponsored by the
Armidale Dumaresq Lions Club,
was not
successful at the State Final. Ava Del Tufo
sponsored by the Ulladulla Milton Lions Club in
N2 will represent the N Districts at the National
Final.
Ava was a contestant in last year's State Final
and after some consideration decided to have
another go. That persistence has paid off with
not only being declared the overall winner of
this year's State Final but also the Public Lion Narelle Peters, DG Mal Peters, Lion Margot Ball
Speaking winner.
(Armidale Dumaresq), Ragavi Jeyakumar (N1 State
Those Lions and guests who attended the Club,
Finalist) and Lion Murray Ball (Armidale Dumaresq).
Region, District and State Finals I am sure
would have enjoyed the standard that our youth
of today can attain at a public speaking level.
28 clubs in our Districts participated in this year's YOTY Program, a drop of four from last year.
Hopefully those Clubs that usually participate will be able to again participate next year, along with
some Clubs who have yet to participate or have not participated for some years.
In total 34 males and 43 females participated in Clubs Finals across our District representing 46
schools.
When you speak with the Contestants who reach the Region, District and State Finals, and they
state what a positive experience it has been for them, you know that this Program is well worth the
effort Clubs put into it.
I would like to thank those Clubs that agreed to host the Region and District Finals.
In regard to the District Final its success was made possible by the work undertaken by Lion
Maxiene Davies of the Bonville Sawtell Lions Club, ably assisted by Lion Bob Davies.
Each year, for the past three years I have written to clubs that have not participated or have not
participated for many years in the YOTY Program in an endeavour to have them consider
participating in such a worthwhile Program. I believe that many clubs would find this a worthwhile
Club Project. Yes, it can be a lot of work to get the momentum going, but once you have the right
contact in your local high schools and they can see the benefits it has for their students, it becomes
easier each year. Also please remember if you do not have a local high school the youth of "your"
town do attend a high school. Please give them a chance to participate.
At the end of this Lions Year I will be stepping down as your District Youth of the Year Chairman. It
is not appropriate for me to name my replacement but I know he/she will perform the duties of this
Cabinet position with enthusiasm. My challenge to Lions in those Clubs not currently participating
in the Program, is put up your hand and say you will have a go at introducing the YOTY Program as
a Club Project.
Also by doing this you will be supporting the Incoming YOTY Chairman and
helping some outstanding candidates to share in this most worthy of Youth Program
All the best for the forthcoming Lions Year.
PDG Alan Cunningham
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Youth of the Year National Final
The National Final held on Monday 8th May as part of the MD Convention in Hobart, was a
tightly fought competition. But, there can be only one winner and the overall winner was Matisse
Reed representing the Q Districts. She was sponsored by the Lions Club of Cairns Barrier Reef
in Q2. The Public Speaker Award went to Ava Del Tufo representing the N Districts. She was
sponsored by the Lions Club of Ulladulla Milton in N2. Two of the contestants are currently in
Year 11 whilst the other three are in Year 12.
The two impromptu questions were:
1 Charities and service organisations are finding it very difficult to recruit volunteers. What
will this mean for Australian Society?
2 What can be found under your bed?
The second question brought startled gasps from the contestants but all handled the question
well, albeit very differently. In fact Matisse, the Overall Winner, stated that the base of her bed
was very close to the floor and then used "what can be found under your bed?" as a metaphor
for handling life's problems.
The announcement of the Overall Winner and Public Speaker was fed live to the YOTY
Facebook page. The National YOTY Final is one of the highlights of an MD Convention. If you
can make it to Townsville next year I am sure you would not be disappointed and in fact you
would be enthralled by the standard of the contestants.
PDG Alan Cunningham District YOTY Chairman

New Members March April 2017
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Australian Lionsonoz - Lets Celebrate continued
The Australian Lionsonoz Lions Club is online Lions Club (E- club) and currently has a
membership standing at 44.
This event will coincide with the District 201N1 Cabinet Meeting hosted by the Grafton Lions
Club and ably assisted by the Australian Lionsonoz Members.
The plaque unveiling ceremony is scheduled for Saturday morning July 29th, 2017 at 10.30 am at
the Lions Park in Wooli.
This is a one-off opportunity for all Lions Clubs to help us celebrate this important occasion. You
are also most welcome to sit in on the 201N1 District Cabinet Meetings.
All Clubs in 201N1 District will be notified at the end of May with all details for the 201N1 District
Cabinet Meeting weekend including registration forms and accommodation.
For further details, email Grafton Lions Club Inc. grafton@lionsdistrict201n1.org.au
Join us for the 201N1 District Cabinet weekend or just for the unveiling of the Lions Club of
Australian Lionsonoz Centennial Plaque. The President, Members of Australian Lionsonoz and
the Australian Lionsonoz Centennial Project Committee would appreciate your support and
would love you to join them on one of the rare occasions when some of the members are able to
get to meet in person.
This will be a fun filled weekend with “Christmas in July” theme for the Districts Governors Dinner
on the Saturday Night, there is a whisper that Santa will be in the area that night, but we will
have to wait and see.
Looking forward to seeing you at Wooli.
Yours faithfully, President Bernie Donchi,
The members of the Lions Club of Australian Lionsonoz and the Australian Lionsonoz Centennial Project Committee

From the Editor
This is my last newsletter as I hand
the job over to the amazing &
awesome Brian Bourke. Brian has
been extremely helpful over the
last two years that I have been the
editor and I wish him all the best.
All Lions keep sending the great
stories and fantastic photos. Thank
you for your support and I hoped
you enjoyed reading the district
newsletter
Lion Louise Symonds
Bonville Sawtell Lions Club
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Incoming GLT Chair
Kevin Thornton and
incoming GMT
Chair Robin Parker
at a four day
training session in
Auckland held in
March. This was a
very intensive few
days incorporating
learning, skill
development and
networking, run by
the Faculty
Development
Institute.
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NAMBUCCA HEADS LIONS CELEBRATE JETTY OPENING
Nambucca Heads Lions Club celebrated the opening of Anzac Park Jetty by District
Governor Malcolm Peters and Major Rhonda Hoban. This project was undertaken to
commemorate both the Centenary of the First World War (2014 – 2018), and to
celebrate the 100th Anniversary of Lions Clubs International work.
Lions have
served their communities during this time with dedication and have contributed to
the development and well-being of millions of people around the world. This jetty
enables a healthier and safer environment for those living in the Nambucca who may
have a disability or who may enjoy fishing or want to enjoy the view of the
Nambucca River have found this ideal. Already this jetty has proven very popular for
those with motorised scooters and anglers.
Department of Primary Industries fisheries manager Mel Bradbury attended the
opening and thanked the Lions Club, as this project was the first time a community
group had taken on such a mammoth job and stated that Nambucca Lions had it
built in record time too.
Nambucca Lions Club presented James and Jeanette Bilson the builder of the jetty a
Plaque of Appreciation for their kind support to the construction of this jetty through
donating much of their time and material. This project enjoyed the support of
Nambucca Heads RSL, Nambucca Shire Council plus community groups and the
Lions Club is very thankful for their support.
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Lionsonoz in Action
Lionsonoz members seem to find the
most unusual places to follow the Lions
Motto “We Serve”.In February this year
Lion Sandra Phlippzig the welfare officer
for the Australian Lionsonoz found herself
in Salamander Place in Hobart, Tasmania
while the weekly markets were in
progress.
The Hobart City Leukaemia Foundation
was conducting a fund raiser for research
into Leukaemia. They were looking for
people to pay to donate their hair as a
money raiser in conjunction with the
“World’s Greatest Shave” campaign.
Guess what? Lion Sandra, on the spur of
the moment took up the challenge for
such a worthy cause and paid $20 to
have her beautiful locks shaved off to
help support the research into a cure for
Leukaemia.
Her husband, Lion Peter said he is very proud of Sandra. “It takes a big heart to take such an
extreme step to both draw attention to the cause and to raise funds for such a worthy event and
to top it off she now has a most
distinctive haircut.”
Over $170,000 has been raised in
Tasmania for this cause. Kate
McGough, the State Fundraising
Organiser of the Foundation said
their aim is to raise $345,000 by the
end of the year, so Lion Sandra’s
donation of her money and her hair
will help to fund research into this
insidious disease.
Lionsonoz does not have an activity
account so money cannot be raised
from the public for any cause, but
this was Lion Sandra’s way of
helping the best way she could.
PDG Lion Warren White
Pictured: Lion Sandra Phlippzig sporting
her new haircut after generously donating her
locks to help the Lions Club of Hobart City
raise money to help fund research into
Leukaemia.
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Hallidays Point Lions Ride Against Kids Cancer
The Lions Club of Hallidays Point
recently staged a fun and
imaginative project to raise funds
for Australian Lions Childhood
Cancer Research Foundation. The
event took place on 8th April at the
Wingham Go Kart track and
involved a postie bike endurance
race when 28 sponsored riders in 8
teams rode Postie bikes in rotation
for ten hours non-stop. To qualify
and participate each rider had to
arrange their own sponsorship and
the riders participating represented
a broad cross section of the local
community both women and men.
The total amount raised was more
than $20,000 all of which will assist
with the joint initiative of Australian
Lions Childhood Cancer Research
Foundation and the Garvan
Institute of Medical Research
genome project. Whilst the project
was a Hallidays Point Lions
initiative the club wishes to

acknowledge the assistance of other
Zone 201n1 clubs for their assistance
in making the event a success
Supplied by: Chris Holland
Publicity Officer Hallidays Point
Lions Club
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Lions NSW ACT Save Sight Foundation Raffle
Well another raffle has been
drawn, much to the excitement
of a Maitland lady, whose
mother, (don’t Mothers just get
it right,) herself a Lioness,
bought her daughter the
winning ticket. When I met
Janelle and her mother Jenny,
I’m not too sure who was the
happiest. That small community
of Wee Waa’s Lions Club again
won second prize and LC
Harrington, won third prize.
The raffle raised in excess of
$68000 for your foundation,
never ever to be spent, but
rather invested, with the
proceeds being made available
to your club should it need help
to get your project up and
running.

The pic shows winner Janelle, (4th fr L) and her Lioness Mother, (2nd fr L),
receiving her prize being supported by Directors Chris and Brian and
members of the LC of Taree. Janelle's mother sold her the winning ticket.

As fundraising chairman, I can only thank each and every club for supporting the raffle. Every club in N1
(with the exception of two) bought and or sold tickets. Some asked for and went on to sell several thousand
more than was asked. Please stand tall and proud LCs of Port Macquarie, (4000), Tamworth, (4000) Taree,
(3200), Manning River, (2500), Harrington, (2250), and many more. You are legends! Every Lioness club in
N1 bought their allocation of tickets! A couple of clubs chose not to sell their tickets but instead, made
handsome donations. Well done LCs of Nundle and Guyra.
Next year’s raffle is already being organised with another car, ($17000), designer sunnies, ($800),
And watches, ($200) making up the list of prizes, and you will be receiving the tickets in the mail around
Convention time.
Needless to say, the Directors that
r e p r e s e n t yo u r i n t e r e s t s o n t h e
Foundations, congratulate each and every
club throughout NSW and the ACT for
their support. You efforts ensure that our
lions clubs can continue to aid clubs’
worthy causes.
Fundraising Chairman
PDG Brian McWhirter OAM
Chairman of the Foundations PDG Phil
Bower
Grant Secretary
Lion Chris Elford.
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LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION
At this time of the year our annual club Changeovers
begin to take place. Often these occasions are
appropriately used to present some worthy recipient with
a Melvin Jones Fellowship or Progressive Melvin
Jones Fellowship. Clubs have been advised of their
LCIF credits which can be used towards this cause.
LCIF set a target to raise $30 million for The One Shot,
One Life Measles campaign. This is the final
fundraising year and LCIF remains $7 million short of the
target. Interested clubs are invited to forward any
donations via our District Treasurer for this cause.
Further information may be found on our District website.
LCIF is an important part of our organisation and our main foundation. It provides support in the
areas of Saving Sight, Disaster Relief, Humanitarian Needs & Supporting Youth.
To continue supporting these goals, LCIF relies on financial support from Lions clubs around
the world. N1 clubs have usually been generous in their support towards LCIF in the past but at
the moment our level of support is down a bit. Hopefully, many clubs will continue to give LCIF
some consideration in their end of year disbursements. With this being Lions Centennial Year, it
would be nice to achieve 100% support from our District Clubs by June 2017.
A big thank you to clubs who have continued supported LCIF as it is most appreciated in
helping LIONS “Making a Difference”.
For further information visit LCIF.org. Mick McGrath District LCIF Coordinator

Australia Day Breakfast by Moree Lions Club (missed last edition)
Moree Lions Club hosted the wonderful Prue
Watt OAM (Order of Australia Medal),
Paralympic swimming gold medallist on 2017
Australia Day celebration. Ms Watt was very
interested in getting to know the community of
Moree. Members of the Lions Club were kept
busy cooking up a barbecue breakfast in the
morning with the assistance of the lovely
Lions ladies. The delightful morning was
topped off by excellence music from the local
band and choir. Seven new citizens took their
pledge and among those new citizens was
their very own 2nd Vice President, Lion Vicky
Lyons. Vicky moved to Australia seven years
ago for University and has been an active
member of the Moree Lions Club since 2015
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HELP US CELEBRATE
LIONS CLUB OF
QUIRINDI

50TH

BIRTHDAY

THURSDAY, 16TH NOVEMBER 2017
7.00pm FOR 7.30pm
Quirindi RSL Club
88 Station Street
QUIRINDI NSW 2343
RSVP: BY 2 November 2017
Please,
no presents.
To Judith Moyer 0429 687 699 or Email: wayne.moyer@bigpond.com
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